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Costly Discipleship in South Africa
By Robert Evans

Zimbabwean refugees sleep on the floor of the Central

Methodist Mission in Johannesburg
Photo from Medecins sans Frontiers www.msf.org

The plight of refugees and the homeless is a worldwide
crisis in which the church must play a role. One of the
most courageous and prophetic ministries addressing this
crisis is in the Central Methodist Mission, Johannesburg,
South Africa. A long-term Plowshares partner, Bishop
Paul Verryn, and his congregation have been providing
shelter each night for about 2000 men, women and chil-
dren, primarily refugees from Zimbabwe but also homeless
South Africans. Every inch of the church building except
the sanctuary is filled each night. In facilitating this shelter,
Bishop Verryn and the Methodist Mission have become the
national voice of refugees and the homeless in South Af-
rica.

The Central Methodist Church has done more than simply
provide sanctuary. There is a medical clinic run by Doctors
Without Borders in the vestibule. The refugees developed a
school for refugee children, a governing body for their
community, and employment-generating courses in com-
puters, tailoring, and training as security guards and other
employment. This is a ministry which highlights human
dignity and empowerment. Responding to a call from Ver-
ryn in January, Alice, Verryn and | worked with the refu-
gee community, equipping them with conflict transforma-
tion skills, running a session on trauma healing and facili-
tation of small groups to care for other refugees in South

Africa and preparation for their eventual return to Zimbabwe.

In the face of xenophobic attacks on refugees and police raids
on the church itself, Bishop Verryn has challenged the South
African government over their responsibility to care for vul-
nerable people. With human rights and legal advocates and
other religious leaders, Verrryn has called the leaders of
South Africa to be accountable for their protection in the
name of both Christian and humanitarian compassion as well
as legal responsibility. Through the courts, this alliance has
challenged both the government officials in charge of the care
of refugees and the police responsible for their protection.

In preparation for the World Cup in June, government offi-
cials are anxious to disguise the embarrassing problem of
refugees and the homeless. Based on our experiences in
South Africa, we can only assume that the goal to hide these
problems put pressure on the leaders of the Methodist
Church. They suspended Paul Verryn from ministry ostensi-
bly for his advocacy with the court and communication with
the media without the explicit permission of the church, de-
spite the fact that he and Central Methodist have been praised
for their prophetic ministry from religious leaders throughout
South Africa and the world. His is certainly a case of costly
discipleship. The Bishop's suspension has been challenged
and was in arbitration when this newsletter was published.

Prior to this crisis Bishop Verryn had agreed to offer course
at Hartford Seminary during a sabbatical leave from the Cen-
tral Methodist Mission this fall. "Interfaith Perspectives on
Poverty," focusing on the role of the faith community with
the poor and homeless, will be offered on Wednesday eve-
nings from Sept. 15 to Dec. 15. This is a unique opportunity
for those in Hartford area to
encounter a Christian leader

and anti-apartheid activist
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Updates

Plowshares has been busy working with partners new and old. Since our Fall 2009 newsletter we have con-
sulted with many of our local and international partner and conducted conflict transformation workshops in
South Africa, China, Indonesia and the United States.

Johannesburg, South Africa: As discussed in the cover article, the Evans and Bishop Verryn facilitated
workshops for leaders of the community of refugees and homeless who have found sanctuary in the Central
Methodist Church of Johannesburg. We focused on questions of the rights of refugees and the poor, and
strategies for intervening in the tragedy of Zimbabwe.

Beijing, China: In March, the Evans and Ms. Yan Yan Yip of Civic Exchange in Hong Kong led the third
basic workshop in the Risk Management for a Harmonious Society project. Ninety people applied for the
thirty spots in this workshop! The final group included representatives from government ministries, univer-
sity departments, religious organizations and community NGOs.
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Beijing workshop participants adopt symbols from one of the learning exercises in conflict transformation.

Jakarta, Indonesia: Plowshares’ partnership continues with Hafid Abbas at Ministry of Law and Human
Rights and with Kadarmanto Hardjowasito and colleagues at the Center for Empowering Reconciliation
and Peace (PPRP). In November Bob led a workshop in Jakarta with Kadarmanto for the Ministry for thirty
participants from throughout Indonesia on Conflict and Cross Cultural Dialogue. This served as preparation
for a future consultations and workshops in Papua.

Simsbury, Connecticut, USA: The Plowshares Staff led a one-day workshop hosted by the Simsbury
United Methodist Church entitled “Conflict Transformation for Congregations and Communities.” Partici-
pants included pastors and lay leaders from several of our area council member churches, a pastor from
Massachusetts and a Jewish peace advocate from Washington DC.
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DONOR REPORT

2009 Plowshares Institute Supporters

Plowshares thanks the following people and organizations who make our worldwide peacebuilding work possible

Individuals

Anonymous

Bill and Jane Aldrich

Betty Allen

Robert and Hannah Anderson
Kathleen and Sherwood Anderson
Kent Arnold

Ivan Backer

Sara Jackson Batchelder
Joe and Barbara Baxer
Holly Billings

Barbara Blackstone

James and Jane Bledsoe
Courtney Bourns

Burton Bowlus

Bob and Adrienne Brizee
James and Alberta Buxton
Thomas A. and Anne Caruso
Kenton and Gwen Childs
Barbara Clawson

Sally Cook

Janet and Ted Cowles
Theodora Cox

Paul Cruikshank

Carol and Lowry Daniels
William and Jane Daniels
Marjorie Hall Davis and Karl Peters
Mary Dean

John Diffily

Marian Dobbs

John and Dorothy Dropick
Shirley Dudley

Sarah and Ted Eastman
Alice and Robert Evans
Allen and Heidi Evans
David and Janet Ezekiel
Lowell H. Fewster

Garnett Foster

David J. Frenchak

Margaret Gaines

Dick and Ann Gallion

Kay and Philip Gehman
Sylvia and Kenneth Gentili
John W. and Linda Gilmore
Joan Given

Richard B. and Anne Griffis
Heidi Hadsell

John and Virginia Hadsell
Albert and Nancy Hajek
Daniel and Alice Hall
Elizabeth and Stuart Hamilton
Janet Leigh Harmon

Tom and Polly Harris

through their generous support.

Marye Gail and John Harrison
Kristin Herzog

Jane Hindenlang

Robert and Irma Howbrigg
Eleanor S. Hubbard

Marshall B. Hughes

Ralph Jones

Beverly Kaiser

Katheryn Keene

Skye Keene-Babcock

Dorothy Kelly- Gemmell
Frances Kennedy

Robert and Marsa Laird
Michael Levin

Douglass and Shirley Lewis
Louise and Worth Loomis
Elaine and Jerry Lowengard
Bruce P. MacLeod

Raymond and Anita Marchant
George and Vineta McCall
Howard McFall

Bernard and Judith McKee
Hugh and Kate McLean

Alan and Joan McLean

Charles and Patsy McLure
Kenneth and Margaret Meyer
Mary Lee and William Morrison
Nelson and Sandra Murphy
Mark Nelson

Dorothea Nordstrom

Roy and Nancy Normen
Carolyn Olds Mikels

Gregory W. and Jamie Oliphant
Jon and Susan Olson

Alicia Pagan

Betty Pagett

James and Linda Pellot

Lois and Hugh Penney

Alice De V Perry and Charlie Pillsbury
James Phillips

Carl and Barbara Plochman
Kenneth Poppe and Mary B. Hendrickson
Robert Porter

Amy Potter

Ed and Barbara Prasse

Jerry Ann and William Putt
George and Jolayne Rawitscher
David Richardson and Eliza Linley
Art and Barbara Riihimaki
Nancy and Stephen Roberts
Mark Robin

Jack and Sharon Rogers
Margaret and William Scheu

Martelle O. Scott

Steven Charles Shema

Linda Sinapi

Drew and Kate Smith

John and Catherine Spragins
Gregory Stanton

Robert Stivers

Eileen Stone

William and Carolyn Suffich
Ralph and Bernita Sundquist
Rose Taul

Patricia A. Thompson
Ronald and Joanne Trenholm
Barbara and George Trought
Jim and Susan Trucksess
Kitty and JamesVangunten
Richard and Shirley Waddell
David and Shirley Walker
Arthur and Roberta Walmsley
Clarissa Watson

Charles C. and Ruth West
Ronald C. White

Kerry A. Wiens

David Wiley

Eliot and Susan Williams
Carolyn Wright

Mary Wright

David and Marilyn Yourdon
Jervis Zimmerman

Council Member Churches
First Church of Christ, Simsbury CT

First Congregational Church of Old Lyme, CT

First Presbyterian Church, Hartford, CT

Fort Hill Presbyterian Church, Clemson, SC

Hodges Boulevard Presbyterian Church,
Jacksonville, FL

Immanuel Presbyterian Church, McLean, VA

Simsbury United Methodist Church,
Simsbury, CT

Westminster Presbyterian Church,
West Hartford, CT

Foundations and Organizations
Carpenter Foundation

Cuesta Foundation

Peace and Reconciliation Charities
Women's Association of the South

Congregational Church, New Britain, CT

Rational Games
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The Evans win the Global leadership Award of the Council
of Christian Colleges and Universities (CCCU)

Plowshares Institute has facilitated two international faculty de-
velopment seminars to Indonesia and South Africa for the
CCCU/Nagel Institute. Every four years CCCU hosts an Interna-
tional Forum. This year’s theme was “Critical Breakthroughs”
and highlighted: reconciliation, science, education, development
and art. More than 2000 people, representing over 100 colleges,
attended the Forum which was held in Atlanta in February.

The Forum opened with a video address from Archbishop Des-
mond Tutu, the Chair of Plowshares International Advisory
Council. This video was followed by the presentation of the
Council’s Global Leadership Award to the Evans. Bob and Alice
accepted the award on behalf of our partners worldwide working
for peace and reconciliation. This award presentation provided
an opportunity to highlight Plowshares international strategies
for peace building and especially the education of peace build-
ers.

The topics of reconciliation, education and art were featured in
special events which shared insights from the Nagel seminars to
Indonesia and South Africa. The Charis art exhibit from the In-
donesian faculty development seminar was a prominent feature
of the conference. A panel of African and North American
scholars from the 2009 faculty development seminar to South
Africa addressed the role of public theology in both Africa and
North America. The panelists’ reflections and those of others
from this seminar will be captured in a book of essays on the
same theme. CCCU and the Nagel Institute announced their
intentions for faculty seminars facilitated by Plowshares Institute
in China in 2011 and Brazil in 2012.

Lot \

Dr. Joel Carpenter, Director of the Nagel Institute and Dr. Mimi
Barnard, Vice President of CCCU, with Alice and Bob at the
award ceremony in Atlanta.

News

Interested in attending a
Conflict Transformation workshop?

The Evans will be conducting a workshop at Ghost
Ranch in New Mexico from August 2-6. The work-
shop, “Becoming Agents of Reconciliation in Congre-
gations and Communities” is open to the public. Come
hone your skills in deep listening, joint decision mak-
ing and community problem solving amidst one of
America’s most breathtaking landscapes. For more
information, go to www.ghostranch.org to the online
catalog and search for Evans in the drop down list of
instructors.

Ghost Ranch has many arts and outdoor adventure pro-
grams for adults and children, so you can take the
whole family.

Typical view from Ghost Ranch

Contact Us

Plowshares Institute
P.O. Box 243

809 Hopmeadow Street
Simsbury, CT 06070

Phone: 860 651-4304
Fax: 860 651-4305

Email: plowshares@plowsharesinstitute.org
Website: www.plowsharesinstitute.org

Please notify us if your address has
changed or you no longer wish to
receive this newsletter.
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